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Old Testament Epochs
Discussion Questions 

1. What did you like in the lesson or think was the most significant thing you learned? What questions did you have?


2. Abraham believed God’s covenant promise and remained faithful to God. What are some specific ways you can demonstrate faithfulness to God in your present circumstances?


3. Scripture is essentially the story of the spiritual conflict between God and Satan. How should this reality influence the way we approach the Bible?


4. What are some of the challenges you have encountered when interpreting the teachings of the Old Testament? How did you deal with these challenges?


5. Should we always take into account the Bible’s single, unified storyline when we interpret the Bible? Why or why not?

 
6. How are the principles of the Old Testament guiding you in your present ministry and circumstances?


7. Does knowing the circumstances and struggles of people in the Old Testament help you when you face difficulties in your own life? Explain your answer.


8. How can concentrating on what God did in the past help you apply the Scriptures to your present circumstances?


9. In the Old Testament, God told His people to destroy the enemies in the Promised Land. See, for example, Joshua 6:17. How would you apply passages like this to your own life today?


10. How do the epochal changes in the Old Testament affect the way you apply passages that indicate punishments for certain sins, like the death penalty for murder (Exodus 21:12) or the death penalty for cursing your parents (Exodus 21:17)?



REVIEW STATEMENT: The authors of the Old Testament applied past Scripture and Biblical history to their own contexts by making connections — bridges we might call them — between God's dealings with his people in the past and their present. We can apply Scripture by extending those bridges to our time. This includes (1) explaining the background or origin of their audiences' experiences and its relevance to them, (2) providing past examples to imitate and to avoid, and (3) showing how past experiences of God's people are similar to and foreshadow present experiences because of the ways God is at work in history.
CASE STUDY: Jake justified his adulterous relationship by citing the case of King David: "He did worse things than I've done, and God still loved him. I still go to church. I just don't love my wife anymore. But it's because she treats me so terribly."
Does the Bible treat the example of David's sin with Bathsheba as an example that is okay to follow? Elaborate.
1. What advice would you give Jake?
2. Can you think of other examples of how people misunderstand how to apply examples — good and bad — from the Old Testament? Elaborate.
Action Assignments
The Bible tells of people who obey God, who rebel against God, who sometimes obey and sometimes don't, and so on. So before you follow anyone's example, make sure you understand how the Bible evaluates their behavior.



