Study Guide 
Pauline Studies
Module Three – Paul and the Thessalonians

Instructions: Each study guide is divided into sections that correspond to the main categories covered in each module. Sections contain two main components: an Outline for Taking Notes and Review Questions. You should utilize the Outline for Taking Notes while you watch the video lectures, and then answer the Review Questions in preparation for the module quiz. For more information about best ways to utilize the study guides, refer back to the Student Orientation Manual. Also, be sure to save the study guides as they will be an excellent resource to prepare for this course’s Final Exam.

**********************************

OUTLINE FOR TAKING NOTES

I. Background

A. Second Missionary Journey 

B. Problems in Thessalonica 

1. Persecution 

2. False Prophets 

3. Christian Living 


REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Give the details of Paul's second missionary journey. What cities did he visit? Who was with him? Give special attention to Thessalonica. How long did he stay there? Where did he preach? Why did he leave? How was Paul financed while he was in Thessalonica?

2. Where was Paul when he wrote each of the letters to the Thessalonians? What year did he probably write each of them?

3. Explain the three main problems that plagued the Thessalonians. Explain Paul's answers and his exhortations. 

4. Write key verses from the Thessalonian letters, as quoted in the video, that show Paul's main teachings in these letters.


OUTLINE FOR NOTES

II. Structure and Content 

A. 1 Thessalonians 

1. Salutation / Closing Remarks 

2. Thanksgiving 

3. Paul's Absence 

4. Instructions 

B. 2 Thessalonians 

1. Salutation / Closing 

2. Thanksgiving and Encouragement 

3. Prayer

4. Instructions 


REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Note the outlines of both 1 and 2 Thessalonians.

2. Compare the backgrounds and purposes behind 1 & 2 Thessalonians. How are they similar, and how are they different? Who helped Paul write each of the letters?

3. How did Paul's doctrine of salvation address the Thessalonians' overheated eschatology?

4. What ethical exhortations did Paul write in each of the two letters to the Thessalonians?

5. Write out key Bible passages quoted by Dr. Kidd in his teaching on the two letters.
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OUTLINE FOR NOTES

III. Theological Outlooks 

A. Doctrine of Salvation 

1. Past Salvation 

2. Future Salvation 

3. Present Salvation 

B. Morality 

1. Process of Salvation 

2. Ethical Implications 

C. Historical Position 


REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What was the difference between the eschatological error of the Galatians and the eschatological error of the Thessalonians?

2. What did Paul teach about salvation to correct the Thessalonians’ "overheated eschatology"?

3. Explain Dr. Kidd's interpretation of the events that must occur before Christ returns, according to 2 Thessalonians 2:1-8.

4. Why did Paul explain these last events to the Thessalonians?
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For other resources, please visit Third Millennium Ministries at thirdmill.org
