


Study Guide 
Biblical Foundations
Module Six – The Background of Acts

Instructions: Each study guide is divided into sections with time codes that correspond to the main categories covered in each module. Sections contain two main components: an Outline for Taking Notes and Review Questions. You should utilize the Outline for Taking Notes while you watch the video lectures, and then answer the Review Questions in preparation for the module quiz. For more information about best ways to utilize the study guides, refer back to the Student Orientation Manual. Also, be sure to save the study guides as they will be an excellent resource to prepare for this course’s final exam.

**********************************

OUTLINE FOR TAKING NOTES on minute 0:00 – 22:20

I. Introduction

II. Authorship

A. Gospel of Luke 

1. Explicit 

2. Implicit

B. Early Church 

1. Manuscripts 

2. Early Church Leaders

C. New Testament

1. Clues

2. Luke


REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. How do Luke 1:1-4 and Acts 1:1 point to the fact that Luke wrote both the gospel and the Book of Acts?

2. What evidence is given by Dr. Bayer that the gospel of Luke and Acts were written by the same author?

3. What is the name of the early manuscript containing portions of Luke and John, probably copied between A.D. 175 and A.D. 200 and found in Egypt in 1952? 

4. What is the name of the earliest known document listing the New Testament books that the Church considered canonical?

5. What evidence is there from the early Church about the authorship of Acts?

6. What was Luke’s status or position in the Church in his day?

7. What was Luke’s profession?

8. How does the Greek of Luke and Acts compare to the other New Testament books?

9. What change do we observe in the form of narrating events, beginning in Acts 16:10?

10. Which early church writers indicate explicitly that Luke is the author of Acts, according to the quotes that Dr. Bayer cites?

11. According to Dr. Bayer, what conclusion can we draw about the person of Luke from the fact that Luke 1:1-2 speaks of things learned from “...those who were eyewitnesses”?

12. When did Luke begin traveling with Paul’s ministry?

13. According to Dr. Bayer, when was Luke probably converted?


OUTLINE FOR TAKING NOTES on minute 22:11 – 46:49

III. Historical Setting

A. Date 

1. After A.D. 70 

2. Before A.D. 70

B. Original Audience

1. Theophilus

2. Broader Audience

C. Social Context

1. Roman Empire

2. Jews 


REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What is Dr. Bayer’s opinion about the date of composition of the Book of Acts?

2. What names are mentioned in Acts that are also mentioned in historical accounts written around 79 A.D.?

3. What arguments are used by Dr. Bayer to support his view about when Acts was written?

4. What is Dr. Bayer’s view about the audience to whom Acts was written?

5. How did public works such as roads and buildings built by the Roman Empire help the spread of the gospel?

6. What was the attitude of the Roman Empire toward the Jewish religion and the Christian religion at the time Acts was written?

7. What was the attitude of the early Christians toward the Jewish leaders at the time Acts was written?

8. What is the name of the historian who wrote “Antiquities” around 79 A.D.?

9. At the time Acts was written, were Gentiles permitted to become Jewish proselytes?

10. How did the early Church view Gentile believers in regards to their status in the Church?

11. Describe some of the problems of the early Church mentioned in Acts and referenced in the lesson?

OUTLINE FOR TAKING NOTES on minute 46:50 – 1:30:01

IV. Theological Background

A. Old Testament

1. History

2. Israel

B. Kingdom of God

1. Jewish Theology

2. John the Baptist

3. Christian Theology 

C. Gospel of Luke 

1. Jesus

2. Apostles 

V. Conclusion


REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. How does Dr. Bayer compare Old Testament theology with the theology taught in the Book of Acts?

2. What is the Old Testament teaching about God’s choice of Abraham? 

3. How does Dr. Bayer compare Old Testament teaching about the Gentiles with the teaching of Acts about the Gentiles?

4. Summarize the attitude toward Moses expressed in the teaching in Acts.

5. Acts 7:36-39 says, “Moses...told the Israelites, ‘God will send you a __________________ from your own people.’”

6. Summarize the view of Acts toward the dynasty of David, as compared with the Old Testament view.

7. Psalm 72:8,17 indicates that __________ would rule from sea to sea.

8. According to Dr. Bayer, Luke wanted his readers to understand that Jesus fulfilled special roles regarding key people from the Old Testament. Summarize the Old Testament person with the role that Jesus fulfilled.

9. According to Dr. Bayer, how does Luke interpret the way the kingdom of God expands?

10. What do we learn about the coming of the kingdom from the Parable of the Ten Minas in Luke 19:12-27?

11. What do we learn from Acts 1:3-8 about the coming of the kingdom, according to Dr. Bayer?

12. In Acts 17:24-27, what part of the biblical narrative is emphasized by Paul in his teaching in Athens?


13. What were the various views of the Messiah himself when Acts was written?

14. What were the various views of the Messiah’s coming when Acts was written?
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For other resources, please visit Third Millennium Ministries at thirdmill.org
