


Study Guide 
Biblical Foundations
Module Three – The Gospel of Mark

Instructions: Each study guide is divided into sections with time codes that correspond to the main categories covered in each module. Sections contain two main components: an Outline for Taking Notes and Review Questions. You should utilize the Outline for Taking Notes while you watch the video lectures, and then answer the Review Questions in preparation for the module quiz. For more information about best ways to utilize the study guides, refer back to the Student Orientation Manual. Also, be sure to save the study guides as they will be an excellent resource to prepare for this course’s final exam.

**********************************

OUTLINE FOR TAKING NOTES on minute 0:00 – 22:54

Introduction

I. Background

A. Author

1. Traditional View

2. Personal History

B. Original Audience

1. Witness of the Early Church

2. Details of Gospel

C. Occasion

1. Date

2. Purpose


REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What evidence is given in the lesson as evidence that John Mark was the author of the gospel that now bears his name? 

2. What important apostle probably helped Mark write the gospel?

3. Note the important details about the life of Mark. Where was he from? Was he an apostle? Did he possibly know Jesus? What relation did he have with Paul? With Barnabas? With Peter?

4. According to the lesson, to whom did Mark probably especially write the gospel? What evidence supports this view? 

5. Who was Rufus, mentioned in the gospel of Mark? Why is his name significant? 

6. When was the Gospel of Mark probably written? Between what years? What arguments are given for this probable date?

7. What was the purpose of the Gospel of Mark? 



OUTLINE FOR TAKING NOTES on minute 22:55 – 1:17:24

II. Structure and Content

A. The Announcement of the Messiah, 1.1-1

B. The Power of the Messiah, 1.14–8.26

1. Introduction

2. Near Capernaum 

3. Region of Galilee

4. Beyond Galilee

C. The Apostles’ Affirmation of the Messiah, 8.27-30

D. The Suffering of the Messiah, 8.31–15.47

1. Preparation

2. Confrontation 

3. Experience

E. The Victory of the Messiah, 16.1-8


REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Name the names of the five main sections of the Gospel of Mark in their proper order, as taught in the lesson. 

2. Explain how the Jews viewed Jesus in general. How does this contrast with the Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah?

3. According to the lesson, why did Jesus not speak clearly from the beginning about his role as the Messiah? 

4. Where did Jesus concentrate His early ministry? How did He show His power and authority?

5. How did the people of Nazareth respond to Jesus’ ministry? What did the teachers of the law think of Him? What did Jesus’ family think?

6. According to the lesson, what is the “centerpiece” of the Gospel of Mark? 

7. What kind of leadership did Jesus especially encourage? 

8. What does the lesson teach about the way Jesus actually encouraged opposition with the Jewish authorities? 

9. Mention some of the ways Jesus suffered for His people? According to the lesson, what was the worst part of the suffering of Jesus? 

10. Why does the lesson agree with the view that Mark 16 ends with verse 8? What arguments are given? What probable reason does the lesson suggest that the scribes might have had in adding to the ending? 



OUTLINE FOR TAKING NOTES on minute 1:17:25 – 1:54:21

III. Major Themes

A. Suffering Servant

1. Jewish Expectations

2. Jesus’ Ministry

3. Proper Response

B. Conquering King

1. Proclaimed Kingdom

2. Demonstrated Power and Authority

3. Conquered Enemies

Conclusion


REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Describe the life of the Jews during the last centuries before Christ. Where were most of them living? What happened to those living in Israel?

2. Describe the expectations for the restoration of the kingdom that each Jewish group had during the time of Christ: 
Zealots 
Apocalyptic groups 
Nomists

3. Name the two major themes of the Gospel of Mark.
 
4. Make sure you are familiar with the contents of each of the following Bible passages: 
Mark 10:45
Mark 12:30
Mark 8:34-35
Mark 10:27

5. Mention ways in which Jesus showed that He was the Suffering Servant.

6. Mention where the idea of the Messiah as a suffering servant was described in the Old Testament.

7. What response did Mark want to produce in the readers of his gospel? 

8. Mention ways in which Jesus showed that He was the Conquering King.

9. What was Jesus’ greatest show of authority, according to the lesson? 

10. What was Jesus’ greatest victory over His enemies, according to the lesson?
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For other resources, please visit Third Millennium Ministries at thirdmill.org
