

	


New Testament Foundations – Module Five – The Gospel of John
Discussion Questions 

1. What was the most significant thing you learned in the lesson or something in the lesson you didn’t quite understand?


2. In John 1, how did John summarize the whole gospel?


3. How did Jesus’ own people treat him when he began his public ministry?


4. Why is the concept of believing so important to John’s gospel?


5. What is eternal life according to John 17:3?


6. How does Jesus’ farewell discourse apply to your life?


7. How does John’s gospel influence the way we read the other gospels?


8. What do you think about the definition of saving faith given in the lesson? Do you have this kind of faith?


9. How should we live in light of Jesus’ resurrection and coming return?


10. What encouragement do we gain from Jesus’ high priestly prayer?


11. What can we learn from Thomas being skeptical about Jesus’ resurrection?


12. How should we view God’s Law, knowing that Jesus has fulfilled it?


13. Knowing what you have learned about the four gospels, which would you recommend first to a non-Christian? Which would you recommend first to a New Christian? 
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REVIEW STATEMENT on MAJOR THEMES – SON OF GOD: John stressed the great mystery that Jesus is both fully human and fully divine. The name "Son of God" refers to the fact that Jesus is King over God's kingdom on earth. It can refer both to his divine sonship as king and to his human sonship as the king who sits on David's throne. Jesus is David's perfect descendant who will rule over his people forever. Jesus possesses both full divine kingship and full human kingship. Every hope that the Old Testament put in God's reign over the universe, and every hope established for the rule of the Davidic Messiah, is fulfilled in the kingship of Jesus.

CASE STUDY: Gaius Caligula (AD 12-41) was a bad, immoral and ineffective ruler of Rome. He had a promising start, but having declared himself to be a god, he instituted a reign of terror during which he arbitrarily arrested people for treason. He jeopardized Rome's military reputation and effectiveness by declaring a surreal war on Neptune, the Roman god of the sea, and by losing in battle to the Germans. He was assassinated by the Praetorian Guard.

Reflection Questions

1. Kings are not as common as they used to be. Do you, or have you ever, lived under the rule of a king or queen?
a. If so, describe it. What were the advantages and the disadvantages?
b. If not, what do you think about living under the rule of a king? How dos the idea make you feel?
2. Compare and contrast the two kings in the two case studies above. Which would you prefer and why?
3. Compare and contrast the two kings in the two case studies above. Which would you prefer and why?
4. Why do you think people often get excited about earthly rulers — voting for the right one, defending or accusing them, and so on, yet don't seem to get excited about Jesus the King?
5. Are you excited about Jesus, the King of the world? Elaborate on your answer.
6. If you are a believer, what difference does it make in your attitude toward life and your responsibilities in it to know that the king of the world — the one who controls everything — is on your side, loves you, and is committed to blessing you?

Action Assignments

The next time you find yourself worrying about something, remind yourself of the following: Jesus is the king of the world, he has all authority in heaven and earth, he loves you, nothing can happen to you unless the Lord permits it for some good reason, he has promised to work in everything for your good. Do you trust him?
The next time you have the opportunity to counsel/encourage someone who is worrying, remind them of the same things mentioned in the previous point. Make a note of how they respond. Are your words being effective as far as you can tell.
